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On April 11, ACAN-EFE reported on efforts by health officials to prepare for the "imminent and
inevitable" spread of the cholera epidemic to Central America. In late January, the Peruvian Health
Ministry reported the confirmation of numerous cases of cholera. Since then, the disease has spread
throughout Peru, and to neighboring countries. Panamanian deputy health minister Carlos Abadia
told ACAN-EFE that he expected the first cholera cases in Panama within "the next few days."
Abadia said the government had commenced a public information campaign on sanitation measures
that help to prevent infection. In Costa Rica, controls at entry points throughout the country have
been stepped up. On April 20, Health Ministry spokespersons announced that $820,000 had been
allocated for a public education campaign. Honduran Health Minister Cesar Castellanos estimated
that if the epidemic reaches Honduras, about 96,000 people would become infected within the first
three months. In February, the Guatemalan government established rigorous sanitary controls
in border areas, and testing of all seafood products shipped from Panama and Colombia. Health
Minister Renato Palma said that 35,000 Guatemalans would likely contract the disease once cholera
"arrived." Nicaragua's deputy health minister Larry Balladares estimated that once cholera begins
to spread in Nicaragua, 5,000 inhabitants would be infected within the first week. At least 25% of
these cases, he said, would be fatal. ACAN-EFE cited unidentified medical experts who said that
cholera victim numbers in El Salvador would likely surpass that of other Central American nations,
due to higher population density. According to the UN Economic Commission for Latin America
and the Caribbean and other multilateral organizations, at least 70% of all Central Americans live
in conditions of poverty. In brief, the majority lack regular access to clean water, and to public
sanitation services such as garbage collection and functional sewer systems. [Basic data from Prensa
Latina (Cuba), 04/20/91; ACAN-EFE, 04/11/91]
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